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UNl@\L Welcome back

North West Schools We hope you had a peaceful break, recharged
your batteries and now the long season starts.

Newsletter Children will be excited to see you back at work.

September 2023 As we enter the new term, we reflect what has
Edition happened towards the end of summer and what
may happen in the coming year. As you know the
Government reached an agreement with the
Teacher Unions over their pay, however there is
confusion on what is, or is not a FULLY FUNDED

Join Today

E i'i".:r E PAY AWARD for Teachers.
UNISON has raised its concerns with the DFE that
. this Teacher Pay Award is not fully funded and
EFﬁﬁ could have a serious impact on school budgets

and as we know School Support Staff will be the
first targets for any cuts. %@Wll%
ol

Learning opportunities for

Pam Howard, Chair National
membel‘s Schools Committee.
Late summer & Autumn

join.unison.org.uk

Introduction to BSL for school |E:EL
staff 10 October 2023 F

DO YOU WANT TO GET MORE
INVOLVED IN YOUR UNION?

Introduction to Excel 10
October 2023

Fed up with 1& way things are? You

Dealing with Difficult

Conversations
2 November 2023
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SEND Awareness for School s T
Workers .f'_::?_;;"- 1 If you re mterested please contact

8 November 2023 L Grace, Imogen or'John at —
= schoolsnw@unlson co.uk

UNI%ON

!E 1) H.E'.FIE' EHH‘F o J’{HII ?Hﬂ'

https: //learnlng unison.org.uk/member-learning/
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Make schools safe now

“We have the absurd situation of
government departments ringing i\ wa®
schools days before term begins, it 5 B i
telling them to prepare for potential g p—

building closures.”

The affected schools were built with “crumbly” reinforced autoclaved aerated concrete (RAAC) from the
1960s to 1990s, with a life expectancy of around 30 years.

UNISON head of education Mike Short said: “Since January this year the DfE and ministers have done all
they can to avoid the repeated requests made to provide parents and staff with information on the true
conditions of our schools.

“Instead they have found every possible loop hole to avoid publishing the information, with the minister
even failing to meet his promise to parliament to publish the data before the summer break.

We now have the absurd situation of government departments ringing schools days before term
begins, telling them to prepare for potential building closures. It’s time for the government to get to
grips with the issue and ensure our schools are safe - now and for generations to come.”

Please take part in our short survey to help us support members who work in
buildings found to be unsafe, and to campaign for urgent action to address this crisis:

We have also developed a set of questions for you to ask your school leadership to seek
assurances about the safety of your workplace:

If you have any concerns about responses to these questions, please contact your
local UNISON branch (https://branches.unison.org.uk).



https://branches.unison.org.uk/?fbclid=IwAR2x32evx-OolgvJ-dvEHB34pV4FCzDm8Q4CX70qzOIiECOcL0Y-613COTY

