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BN Your Local Branch Update I

>»> READ MORE
CONFERENCE An update from the recent UNISON

UPDATE Conferences - Local Authority Service
Group and the National Delegate
Conference held in Liverpool on Sunday
11th and Monday 12th June (LASG) and
Tuesday 13th until Friday 16th June
(NDC).

READ MORE <<K

A look to see what’'s coming up over the
next few months including during STUFF
UNISONS Green week Friday 15th to
Friday 22nd September 2023. Have a
few mins spare? Join us with a few quick
activism actions. Plus an update on
#WeMakeTomorrow.
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CONFERENGE 2023 UPDATE

WHAT WENT ON AND WHY ITS IMPORTANT TO THE GREEN MOVEMENT

>>> UPDATE

A delegation of 6 from our branch
attended the Local Government
Service Group and 4 at the National
Delegation Conference. For the first

time our Environment Officer Lee
joined the Group for both conferences, == O,
this is what they had to say about it...
“It was a privilege to represent our

membership at the conference and to

From left to right, Glen Williams - Branch Secretary,

look at things from an environmental
John McDonnell MP, Tracy Holmes - Branch

view. Representative, Mark McNally - Branch Officer,
Lee Davies - Environment Officer

Although the three key motions around environmental issues did not get debated - the
motions centred around climate change and public transport, I learnt a lot from the
fringe meetings and how the big conference system works. I was planning to speak on
those motions - there is always next year. A challenge for next year is to make sure
environmental issues are threaded through all the proposed motions where

appropriate before they get to conference.”
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CONFERENGE 2023 UPDATE

WHAT WENT ON WHY ITS IMPORTANT TO THE GREEN MOVEMENT

>>> INTERNATIONAL RALLY

At this fringe event we heard about terrifying human rights abuses, murders,
imprisonment and violence against the indigenous people represented on the panel

from Turkey, Palestine and Columbia.
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We heard that in Turkey there has been an increase in exploitation of the labour force

and the environment - Mehmet Bozgeyik from KESK was clear that workers must say
no to the policies and practices which are affecting them. We also heard that due to
there being no democratic standards in turkey the people are struggling especially

women.
Darnelly Rodriguez who s a human rights defender from Colombia described the terror

facing local people with Para Millitary groups mobilising against labour laws and being
supported by businesses who currently benefit. Community Leaders are being
murdered a figure of 73 was stated. 305 people remain imprisoned due to earlier

protests - and we need to enter into a dialogue to secure release.

We also heard from the Corporate Justice Coalition, who work

to change the rules in order to protect rights, ensure E.nw

corporations are transparent and accountable. The Good
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Business Matters campaign offers us hope as we can offer our
support to the new law and lobby our MP’s to do the same. E
The new law to stop the profound human and enwronmentalGoocI Business Malters
cost through the supply chain of the clothes we wear, the food \yw.goodbusinessmatters.org
we eat and the goods we use. More information on this

campaign is here....
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CONFERENGE 2023 UPDATE

The Net Zero Challenge - Are we falling behind?

This fringe meeting was put on by the UNISON Energy ,¥

Service Group and considered this question through a SN—— \.‘\

panel debate which was chaired by the Energy Service U N ' & ON

Group Chair - Lindsey McNaught. The panel consisted of
Emily Ly from National Gas Transmission, Juliet Phillips Erzergy
E3G along with the National UNISON Officer Matthew

Lay.

We heard how a policy decision is expected from Government on the pathway for
home heating - electric / hydrogen and the huge skills gap for delivering the change
necessary to remove gas from our home energy supply. A home roject to prove the
gas network can be retrofitted to supply hydrogen to our homes is in progress.

UNISON policy team have written a report around the issues relating to energy and
just transition and used this fringe as a platform to launch the paper. The report is
titled Gridlock and should be available on the national UNiISON Website.

This highlighted the need to foster greater links with the environmental agenda across
service groups as there were a number of key issues relevant to a local authority

context not considered within this report.




NON CONFERENGE BITS

‘ OR OTHER GREEN STUFF

> H#WEMAKETOMORROW AKER "7
TOMORROW

ACONFERENGE FOR BUILDING WORKERS' POWER]
U COMATE ARDBTR) 518/ g -

This conference was organised by the Trade Union Caucus of the

Climate Justice Coalition - which is the continuation of the
movement established in the run up to COP26 which brought all
trade unions together on the 20th May 2023 in Manchester. We are
meeting virtually shortly to consider our collective actions.

>  GREEN NETWORK
| | WANT TO GET
There is a UNISON ‘National’ Green

Network which you can join here - INVOLVED OR RAISE
this will keep you up to date on all the A WORKPLACE
big National Green stuff. ISSUE

Green UNISON | Campaigns
| UNISON National

www.unison.org.uk

>>> WHATS COMING UP

UNISON Green week ( Friday 15th to Friday
22nd September 2023) - look forward to a = h.H —
session on the exciting subject of Pensions! Oh -

yes... we will be looking at our pensions and -

exploring how our how pension funds are UK DivestHome Page -
. . . UK Divest
invested. More information to follow nearer the

www.divest.org.uk
time... background is available here at UK
Divest.




JUST TWO MINUTES

SPEEDY GREEN ACTIVISM

>>>  SHARE THIS WITH YOUR FRIENDS & COLLEAGUES

>>>  SIGN UP TO THE UNISON GREEN NETWORK

Green UNISON | Campaigns
| UNISON National

www.unison.org.uk

E-IHE'.
>>>  SUPPORT GOOD BUSINESS MATTERS CAMPAIGN .
[=]
Good Business Matters
www.goodbusinessmatters.org

NOT A UNISON
MEMBER?




